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[Abstract]

A Reconsideration of the Character of the Buried at Geumgwanchong Tomb

Yoon Sang-deok

Geumgwanchong Tomb is the tomb where the gold crown was first discovered in Korea;
regrettably, however, the tomb was excavated by non-professionals, and the excavation was finished
in just four days. In 2015, the National Museum of Korea re-excavated the tomb to understand
its structure and retrieved the fragments of a sword with the Chinese inscription Isajiwangdo
(King Isaji’s Sword). But this gave rise to major controversies concerning the buried; thus
necessitating a reconsideration of the character of the buried.

First, this writer estimated the scale of Geumgwanchong Tomb and found that only the stone
mound remained but not the retaining stone slabs; therefore, compared with the other wooden
chamber tombs with stone mound, the major axis of the slabs of Geumgwanchong Tomb is
estimated to be 45 meters long. Based on existing research, the scale of the tomb cannot be that
of Maripgan (Silla king). The gender of the buried is a crucial factor in determining the
relationship between the buried at Geumgwanchong Tomb and King Isaji.

According to a past report made by the Japanese Government-General of Korea, Earrings with
Thick Hollow Rings symbolizing women were worn on the body, but this writer found it
non-trustworthy and consequently reexamined the gender issue excluding the earrings. In other
words, this writer analyzed the condition of excavated funerary objects representing gender, except
ear ornament, found in 71 major tombs from the same period using logistic regression analysis:
Headgear, Pendant Ornament, Crown, Necklaces, Sword (worn), Armor and Helmet, Iron
Arrowhead, Sword (buried), Iron Spear, and Horse Riding Gear.

As a result, it is statistically suitable to estimate that the buried of Geumgwanchong Tomb
was dressed with Earrings with Thin Hollow Rings that belonged to men. From the excavation
of the Sword inscribed with “King Isaji’s Sword,” the buried at Geumgwanchong Tomb is
estimated to be none other than King Isaji himself. The scale of the tomb is hardly that of the
tomb of a Silla King; thus, King Isaji cannot be a king of the Silla Dynasty. Conclusively, King
Isaji is estimated to be a top figure of the six bu (political divisions), just like the “Seven

Kings” mentioned in the Silla Monument in Naengsu-ri, Pohang. Specifically, considering the
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subordinate relationship with the nearby Bonghwangdae Tomb, this writer estimates that the buried
was a person of Hwe bu and Sahwe bu related to the king with Ganji-rank as political status.

Key words : Geumgwanchong Tomb, King Isaji, Scale of the tomb, Earrings with Thin Hollow Rings,

Crown, Logistic Regression, Six Bu, Ganji
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