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ABSTRACT

The Origin and Development of Fans in Korea

Kim, Samdaeja*

As late as the end of chos?n dynasty (1392-1910 4.D.) fans were used not only
in daily life but for ceremonial and ritual purposes as well. Accordingly, their shapes,
manufacturing materials, and names were different according to the use.

Ch'?nyangs?n was used to cool oneself during summer. Wijongyongs?n was
for royal court ceremonies and Aons?n was used during wedding. Shamans had
mus?n ( ) and dancers danced with mus?n ( ). Ch’amy?ns?n was used to
hide one's face behind it: During winter to protect the face from cold wind and
during the mourning period following one's parents' death to shun the eyes of others.

In terms of the shape, there are tans?n, ch?ps?n, and ch'amyons?n. Tans?n is
round and flat. Ch?ps?n, also known as chwilpuch’ae, is folding fan. Its other names
are Ch’'widus?n, chopch?ps?n, or kulsuls?n. Ch'amy?ngs?n, also called Changmy?n,
has two handles to be held by both hands. It can be rolled from one handle to the
other. These fans had various names depending on the materials and decorations.

Wood leaves had been used to make Changmy?n. Later feather and silk were
used on this fan. Straw, bamboo sheath, and reeds were woven to make tons?n. Silk
and paper were later used to make it. Tins?n gradually acquired social function as
status symbol. In fact there were official regulations as to who could use what kind
of tons?n as late as the early Chos?n dynasty.

Ch?ps?n or folding fan began to be made in the Kory? dynasty, much later
than tans?n, as a result of the influence of Hoes?n of Japan, and were in use among
the lower class. As the custom of carrying fans took root in the mid - Chos?n period,
however, ch?ps?n, or folding fan, was in greater demand than tons?n.

Wider use of fans prompted their luxurious decoration in gold, silver, ox-horn,
and lacquer. Some literati made more elaborate and better decorated fans. Around
1800 4.D. a great variety of tans?n and ch?ps?n was made. Ch?ps?n was mainly
carried by one as he went out on business or visit, while tans?n was used at home.
One notable example was P'yoj?ngs?n developed by Min T'ae-ho, whose penname
was P’'yoj?ng and who was a powerful politician in the late 19th centuty. P’yoj?ng-
s?n was based on various ch?ps?n and is regarded as the origin of hapchuks?n or
fans with spokes made of double slips of bamboo.

* Kim, Samdaeja is associate curator, Department of Fine Arts, National Museum of Korea



