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[Abstract]

Ink Inscription Discovered in the Cross—bow Trigger from Tomb No, 9

at Seogam-—ri, Pyeongyang

Choi Jungah - Lee Tachee*

The cross-bow trigger from Tomb No. 9 at Seogam-ri, Pyeongyang, is typologically a typical
cross-bow trigger of the Later Han period. Interestingly enough, the underside of the upper
protruding section of the cross-bow’s trigger frame features an inscription written in ink. Consisting
of the four characters f-FP%FH, it has been interpreted to mean “owned or used by a person
called Jo Jareung (Zhao Ziling)“.

Inscriptions found on Chinese cross-bow triggers mainly address the manufacturing process of
the object. Inscriptions pertaining to the object’s owner or user are only very rarely found. In
addition, most inscriptions are carved into the surface. In contrast to this, the inscription found
on the cross-bow trigger from Tomb No. 9 at Seogam-ri was written in ink. Given the content
and rendering method of the inscription, this example is intriguing indeed.

Not many examples of ink inscriptions on cross-bow triggers are known but there is always
the possibility for future discoveries. It is hoped that future conservation work and future
investigations on the metal objects of the Han Dynasty period will contribute to furthering the

discussion on the ink inscription on the cross-bow trigger from Tomb No. 9 at Seogam-ri.

Key words : Tomb No.9 at Seogam-ri, Nangnang, Later Han, Cross-bow Trigger, ink inscription,
clerical script(3#&), Jo Jareung (Zhao Ziling), Pyeongyang

* National Museum of Korea
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