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[Abstract]

A Reconsideration of the Ditch—enclosed Tombs of the Hoseo and
Honam Regions

— Scholarly Perceptions of Jugu—Togwangmyo, Jugumyo, and Bungumyo —

Jeon Minsik*

Tomb types known as ‘Jugu-Togwangmyo’, ‘Jugumyo’, and ‘Bungumyo’, which feature a ditch
surrounding the main burial structure for a body, are found in the Hoseo and Honam regions.
Although research on these tomb types has been fairly active, the has yet to be an agreement on the
terminology or guidelines for defining a burial structure as such. Furthermore, with the introduction
of the term of Bungumyo, confusion has increased over how to name such ditch-encircled tombs.
This paper reconsiders the approaches, standards, and recognition guidelines that have previously
been used by researchers for the ditch-encircled tombs of the Hoseo and Honam regions of the
Korean Peninsula and proposes a hypothetical alternative term.

Ditch-encircled tombs were given different names according to whether or not the researcher
focused on the main burial structure, the origins and genealogy of such tombs, or the ditch and
mound features.

It is proposed in this paper that all ditch-encircled tombs have the same genealogy and that
they can be subdivided again on the basis of the main burial structure. Exempting tombs in
which the main burial structure was located above ground, those with semi-subterranean and subterranean
burial structure were regarded as ‘Jugumyo’, and further classification was carried out based on
burial structure type. Namely, it is suggested that, in the case that the main burial structure was
a pit, a wooden coffin, a wooden chamber, or a jar, each can be referred to, respectively, as
‘Jugu-Togwangmyo’, ‘Jugu-Mokgwanmyo’, ‘Jugu-Mokgwakmyo’, or ‘Jugu-Onggwanmyo’. Moreover,
the contradictions in naming the jar coffins surrounded by ditches, depending on the location of
the jar within the entire burial structure, was pointed out. This study emphasizes the need to pay
attention to such cases involving jar coffins since they are associated with the transition to the
large jar coffin tombs of the Honam region.

Key words : Hoseo and Honam regions, Jugumyo, Jugu-Togwangmyo, Bungumyo,

main burial structure, jar coffin tomb

* Mokpo National University, Department of Archaeology and Anthropology
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