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[Abstract]

Studies on the Neolithic Dwellings of the Western Coastline of the
Central Region of the Peninsula

Jeong Seonghee”

The number of Neolithic subterranean dwellings has been increased in recent years throughout
the peninsula, following the active excavation of large-scale sites since the turning point of the
millennium. This has resulted in an increase in the number of reports and researches published on
Neolithic settlements and dwellings, in addition more active discussions have been taken on their
nature and changing characteristics.

In early Neolithic times in the central region of the peninsula, communities that had settled
down and established their distinctive cultures actively traveled in both N-S and S-W directions,
along the waterways of the Hangang and Geumgang Rivers, as well as the west coast, as exchanging
their culture. The western central region, in particular, acted as a bridge and played an important role
in exchanging their culture along this N-S axis and E-W axis. As such, research on the settlements
and dwellings of each region, with focusing on characteristics and diachronic change, can provide
much more information on the characteristics, lifestyles, and the nature of inter-regional exchange
of the Neolithic culture of the central region of the Korean Peninsula.

In the northern central region, settlements are absent along upper hill slopes in Phase I and hill
tops in Phase IV but are present in common with regardless locations in Phases II and IIL
Settlements of all sizes can be observed up until Phase II, but as time goes by, the large-scale
and middle-scale settlements were gradually disappeared and only small-sized one can be found.
In Phases I and II dwellings consist of small or medium sized square-floor structures middle-size
square dwellings were also generally used in Phase III, and in Phase IV square dwellings of large size
gradually increased in size. The size of the dwellings features with middle sized earthen floors in
common, in phase IV, as r-shaped type and double-tiered type are moved to the round, square, or
rectangle types. In Phase IV, The square dwellings tended to be changed in big size. Inside,
there are a central round pit hearth and four posts. These general dwelling features persist from
Phases I to III but diversity increases over time, reaching a peak at Phase III before being replaced
by simplification in Phase IV.

* Former Director of Gongju National Museum
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In the southern central region, Phase IV settlements have yet to be discovered and most dwellings
date to Phase II, making it difficult to discern the changes of the pattern. The position and size
of the settlement show an even distribution regardless of site location in Phase I, but settlements
situated at the foots of hill slopes disappear in Phase II and those positioned along the middle
sections of hill slopes disappear in Phase III. Small-sized settlements have been identified during
all phases, middle-sized settlements are entirely absent, and large-size settlements are present only
for Phase II. Phase I dwellings are small and round, Phase II dwellings are middle-sized and square,
and Phase Il dwellings are also middle-sized and square or extremely large in size and double tiered.
Dwellings generally feature non-treated earthen floors with a central round pit hearth and four
posts. In this region it is in Phase II that diversity and complexity reach a peak; simplification emerges
in Phase III and diachronic variation can be observed.

The trends examined above have been based on data derived from sites of the northern central
West Sea region (Gyeonggiman and Ganghwaman Bay areas) and the southern central West Sea region
(Taeanbando Peninsula and Asanman Bay areas), which acted as a bridge connecting the West Sea
and the northern central inland areas (Hangang and Imjingang River systems) and the southern central
inland areas (Geumgang and Mangyeonggang River systens).

These sites are located where the geographic conditions led the region to become an important
bridge facilitating exchange between regions, and they well illustrate the changing nature of Neolithic
culture. However, evidence of Phase IV of the northern central region is still extremely limited, in the
case of the southern central region, evidence for Phase III is also limited and that of Phase IV is
entirely absent, which is making it difficult to establish concrete characteristics and diachronic
change. Therefore, it is hoped that new material would be discovered in the future and help to

illuminate the relationship between the two regions.

Key words : subterranean dwelling, ™1-shaped type, double-tiered type, pit type,
stone-lined type, stone-stacked type, above-ground type, four pillar type,
wall pillar type, protruding type, concave type, step type, slope type,
earthen platform, pottery, stone tools
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