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[Abstract]

History of Han Younghee's Research on the Neolithic Period

Ahn Sung Mo*

This articles introduces the results of research on the Neolithic Period undertaken by Han
Younghee, who played a key role in invigorating Neolithic research from the 1970s until his
passing in 1999. In The Neodlithic Culture of the Central and Western Regions of the Korean Peninsula
(1978), his representative body of work, Han Younghee established a typology of comb-pattern
pottery according to the combination of decorative elements, as well as where they were rendered
on the surface of the vessel, and examined how each of the different types were associated with
stone and bone artifacts in each cultural layer of known Neolithic sites. While acknowledging the
North Korean 4 phase framework of the Gungsan Culture, he also formulated an independent
framework for the classification of pottery types. This new framework, which provided the
foundations for the later understanding of the Neolithic in the Central and Western regions of the
Korean Peninsula, played a crucial role in overturning the then dominant view that pottery with
vessel surfaces covered entirely with horizontal herringbone patterns were used earlier than pottery
with mouth and body sections featuring different types of pottery (this traditional view had been
based upon the idea that comb-pattern pottery had originated from Siberia). Based upon the basic
framework of this seminal work, which continued to be maintained, Han Younghee’s later research
featured overviews of the lifestyle, subsistence, and society of the Neolithic Period. Exchange between
the Korean Peninsula, Japan, China, and Russia’s Primorye region was another important topic of
research for Han Younghee. He also played a central role in establishing the ’Society for the Research
of the Korean Neolithic’, the first period specific research society to have been founded in Korean
archaeology. Acting as chairman, his efforts contributed greatly to the invigoration of Neolithic research.

Key words : Neolithic period, Neolithic culture, Comb-pattern pottery, Siberian origins theory,
History of archaeology

* Wongang University, Professor Emeritus
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