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[Abstract]

Study of the earrings from Nohseo—dong and Hwangoh—dong,

respectively designated ‘Treasures’

Kyeongmi Joo*

This paper examines the nature, production technology, and stylistic characteristics of the pair of
earrings from Noseo-dong, Gyeongju (designated Treasure No. 455 in 2018) and the pair of earrings
from Hwangoh-dong, Gyeongju (designated Treasure No. 2001 in 2018). Amongst the numerous gold
earrings recovered from Silla tombs, these two pairs are important masterpieces that demonstrate excellent
formative properties and the superior use of the filigree technique. However, from the 1950s, the names
and contexts of discovery for these two pairs of earrings had been wrongly perceived, and this mistake
was only identified after 2000. In the case of the earrings from Noseo-dong, this was because the
excavation report of the Noseo-dong 215 Beonji Tomb, which had been excavated in 1933 by Japanese
archaeologists during the period of Japanese occupation, was finally published in 2000. The other pair of
earrings had been discovered in 1949 at the Hwango-dong Tomb No. 52; however, due to the confusion
of the Korean War that had begun soon afterwards, the excavation report had yet to be published and
the details of the excavation left unknown. This paper examines the contexts of the discoveries of the
two pairs of earrings; its also reviews the research that has been carried out on these earrings, in
addition to presenting a literature review of studies on Silla earrings that have taken place since the
period of Japanese occupation. The unique, three-dimensional shape of the hanging ornaments of the
Hwango-dong earrings, designated Treasure No. 2001, is of great importance. Until know, hanging
omaments of this shape were referred to as ‘three-dimensional pen nib’ type hanging ornaments from a
modern perspective. In this paper, it is pointed out that such hanging omaments are similar in shape to
the blossoms of the Dicentra spectabilis. Known as ‘Geumnanghwa’ in Korean, this flower is native to
Korea and used as a herb. As such, it is suggested that hanging omaments of this shape should hereafter
be referred to as ‘Geumnanghwa’ type hanging omaments. In addition, it is proposed that, in contrast to
previous studies on Silla gold earrings which have mainly centered upon type and production technique,
future research should focus on the cultural-historical meanings embedded in these earrings.

Key words : Silla, gold earrings, period of Japanese occupation, fine metalworking,

Dicentra spectabilis, Geamnanghwa
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