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[Abstract]

The Ceremony and Entertainment in Goguryeo's Activities

Ho-tae Jeon™®

The mural paintings show that Goguryeo people enjoyed various forms of entertainment. In
such activities, there are coexisting elements of ceremony and entertainment because musical instruments,
dances, and songs were created and developed for the purpose of performing ceremonies of
worship for gods.

Depending on the visual composition of the murals, the ceremonial or entertaining aspects of
the dances, songs, and acrobatics are emphasized. However, most of activities seem to contain
both elements, as tomb murals typically depict both their present life and the afterlife, as well as
memories and hopes, in a single scene.

When considering the information provided by murals and written records, games and activities
in Goguryeo did not differ much from neighboring Baekjae and Silla. However, how the elements
of ceremony and entertainment were expressed by different time peirods and regions likely depended
on the Three Kingdoms’ social environment. In the case of Goguryeo, the entertainment culture
of the Jian Guknaeseong region, which was the center of kingdom with a distinctive local culture
ever since the foundation of the country, differs from the entertainment culture of the Pyeongyang
region, which was established during Gojoseon and Nangnang periods, periods that left strong
cultural influence.

These stong regional characteristics can be further observed in the fact that wind instruments
were developed around Pyeongyang, and that, on the other hand, string instruments were popular
around Jian. Also, even before the move of the capital to Pyeongyang, official ceremonies were
organized in the Pyeongyang region. It also seems reasonable to deduce that the introduction of
Buddhism and the popularized Buddhist culture supported by the government gave rise to string
instruments as ceremonial music in Jian Guknaeseong region. It is probable that this cultural
changes are reflected in murals.

Goguryo’s Dongmaeng likely had many ceremonial activities with a focus on founding myths
regarding the creation of the world and the kingdom, or tales telling the origin of the members
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of the royal family and aristocrats; however, there is no specific evidence to support this idea.
As the government organized ceremonial rites, some activities enjoyed by both aristocrats and
commoners would have been incorporated into those national events and others would have
remained among the commons. Regardless of whether an activity was an official rite or a folk rite,
most activities likely contained both ceremonial and entertainment aspects because entertainment is
inherent in game.

What relationship is between Goguryeo’s entertainment culture and sociocultural changes should
be explained further: how the entertainment culture changed and differed according to era, region,
and class divisions; how former entertainment culture transformed as new religions like Buddhism
were incorporated and became widespread;, how the people perceived the various activities; and

what were the social and cultural meanings behind the activities

Key words : Goguryeo people, tomb murals, games, entertainment, ceremony
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