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[Abstract)

Environment and Cultural Changes of the Neolithic Age in Korean

So Sang Young

This paper divided the Holocene environment of the southern part of the Korean Peninsula
into four periods based on the analysis of pollens and changes in the sea levels. It focuses on
the relevance between changes in the environment of the Warm Periods-1/2 and Cold Period-1,
which correspond to the Neolithic Age and changes in the Neolithic culture.

The Warm Period-1(10,000-5,300 cal BC) refers to the early period of the Neolithic Age,
when the temperature and sea levels rose rapidly after the Holocene. The Warm Period-2(5,300-
3,700 cal BC) refers to Climatic Optimum Period, when the temperature and sea levels were at
the highest.

In the southern part of the Korean Peninsula, except for Jeju Island, the Neolithic culture
started on the east and southern coasts in the mid-Warm Period-1 and thereafter. During this
period, the rapid rise in sea levels stopped, the coastal topography was stabilized, and nearby
vegetation zones were expanded. In the mid-Warm Period-2(4,600 cal BC) and thereafter, the
sites on the dunes along the eastern coast of Korea disappeared, and the Neolithic culture
commenced in the mid-western regions.

The Cold Period-1(3,700-400 cal BC) refers to the mid-Neolithic Age and thereafter. During
this period, the climate became colder and drier and saw an increase in the number of pine
trees. The sea levels declined slightly, but showed a wide range of fluctuations, which is
interpreted to indicate an unstable climate. During this period, earthenware with linear patterns and
the practice of growing miscellaneous grains, which were primarily in the mid-western regions,
spread to the entire southern part of the Korean Peninsula. As for food resources, fishing still
occupied a high share, but farming practices started to become widespread, and people learned to
adopt diverse strategies in their adaptation to the environment.

It is concluded that the diverse strategies learmned in adapting to the environment, rather than

changes of the environment, served as a major factor in the changes of culture in the Neolithic Age.

Key words : Holocene, Neolithic Age, environmental changes, cultural changes
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