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Abstract

Changes in Late Joseon Documentary Paintings
of Scholar-Official Families as Seen through the Pazizing
Album of a 60th Wedding Anniversary Feast

in the Collection of the National Museum of Korea

Chang Jina®

Painting Album of a 60th Wedding Anniversary Feast (duk 6375) in the collection of the
National Museum of Korea (NMK) contains illustrations documenting five scenes from a 60th
wedding anniversary feast held by the family of a scholar-official during the late Joseon Dynasty.
The illustrations are currently kept in the format of a painting album, but a few original leaves with
additional records are missing, including the foreword extolling the significance of the event and
the list of participants. Thus, academic research on this painting album has not been conducted
from multiple perspectives. There are only a few surviving examples depicting a 60th wedding
anniversary feast. They include this painting album at the NMK, Album of the 60th Wedding
Anniversary Feast of Old Man Yohwa at the Yale University Library in the U.S., the Folding
Screen of a 60th Wedding Anniversary Feast at Hongik University Museum, and some scenes from
folding screens portraying an ideal life of a literati produced in and after the nineteenth century.
Previous studies on this Painting Album of a 60th Wedding Anniversary Feast focused mainly on its
characteristics as a genre painting. As research findings on documentary paintings have accumulated
recently, its significance as a visual documentation of the type of 60th wedding anniversary events
popular among scholar-official households has been enhanced.

This paper intends to concretely examine the actual circumstances of the production of
paintings depicting a 60th wedding anniversary feast by exploring the context of the production
and enjoyment of this Painting Album of a 60th Wedding Anniversary Feast based on the existing
research. It also proposes a production date for the Painting Album of a 60th Wedding Anniversary

Feast falling between the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century by analyzing the visual

* Curator at the Daegu National Museum
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elements of the painting album, such as the figures, spaces, and objects, and scrutinizing its style
and expressive modes. Furthermore, this paper specifies the protagonist of the album by examining
the records on the holding of 60th wedding anniversary feasts around the time of its production and
those related to a walking stick with a dove-shaped handle held by the protagonist in the images. In
addition, it explores the production background, objectives, and functions of this painting album.

Painting Album of a 60th Wedding Anniversary Feast documents in detail the procedures of
this event across several scenes. It is significant for understanding the 60th wedding anniversary
feast painting tradition since it appears to have been produced in the developmental stages of the
60th wedding anniversary feast painting tradition and suggests a prelude to the generalization of the
style as part of the folding screens of an ideal life of a literati. This album conveys an amicable and
intimate familial content and atmosphere. The scene of serving guests provides documentation of
a modest event rather than the ostentatious moments. The clothing and behaviors of the figures are
detailed and distinctive and offer a sense of realism. This paper verifies that these characteristics of
the painting album are perceived as being contemporary and narrative and that they were shaped by
the painter’s close observation and detailed descriptions.

Painting Album of a 60th Wedding Anniversary Feast was produced in order to document
and preserve the history of a family. This objective can be understood in the context of paintings
documenting the lives of scholar-official families. The production of such paintings on scholar-
official families was encouraged by the expansion of family consciousness within the reorganization
of the family order that followed the development of Neo-Confucianism in and after the mid-Joseon
period. In this paper, I noted that 60th wedding anniversary feast paintings became popular during
a period when paintings of banquets celebrating longevity and commemorating the conferment
of royal gifts (a chair and staff), both events of a public nature, were no longer being actively
produced. I also took into consideration the social perceptions and causes in order to understand
the background for the emergence of the 60th wedding anniversary feast tradition, which was a
happy private occasion for a family and had no precedent in Confucian ritual, as the subject for
documentary paintings of scholar-official families. As the relationship between kings and their
parents began to be emphasized at royal events in the late eighteenth century, the celebratory
occasions of an individual came to be perceived as reflecting the well-being of the state. I argue that
this shift enabled the emergence of the 60th wedding anniversary feast, which was established as a
public banquet based on filial piety to celebrate one’s parents’ longevity and happy marriage, as the
subject for documentary paintings of scholar-official families.

Under these circumstances, Painting Album of a 60th Wedding Anniversary Feast was produced
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as a visual representation that vividly manifested a personal wish rather than a public cause. This
painting album shows an aspect of true-view late-Joseon painting that applied a realistic style and
frankly revealed both the outer appearances and the inner feelings of the subjects. Through these
painterly characteristics, this paper has identified the status and meaning of the painting album as a

work typical of the late Joseon.
Keywords: 60th wedding anniversary feast, banquet for longevity, documentary painting

of scholar-official family, genre painting with figure, ruled-line architectural painting,

contemporaneousness, narrativity
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