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Abstract

In February 1986, a high-school student reported the discovery of fragments
of gilt-bronze burial goods on a mountainside behind a village in Ipjeom-ri,
Ungpo-myeon in Iksan. The National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage
immediately undertook an excavation. Unfortunately, gilt-bronze relics including
a band and vertical decorations for a crown, a hat, and shoes had already been
collected from Ipjeom-ri Tomb 1 by the student who found them before they
could be properly excavated. Also, the interior of the stone chamber of the
tomb had been severely disturbed by the time of excavation, making it difficult
to identify the precise original locations of the relics within the tomb and
hindering the reassembly of the fragments of the gilt-bronze crown.

After conservation treatment, the gilt-bronze hat, shoes, and other relics were
restored to their original forms and researchers were able to identify incised
designs of a three-legged bonghwang([ElE), fish scales, lotus flowers, and
other motifs.

This study presents the major features of the fragments of gilt-bronze relics
from Ipjeom-ri Tomb 1 and the methods of their production in order to provide
basic material for their restoration and allow the eventual restoration of the gilt-
bronze crown to its original condition.

Keywords : Gilt-bronze crown, X-ray inspection, Production method
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