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Study on History Exhibitions for Children at the Museum

Cho Hyejin_
Museum Educator, Children’s Museum Division, National Museum of Korea

Would it be possible to hold an exhibition at the museum without any
“relics”? If such an exhibition were to be held would it be considered a real
museum exhibition? The display at the Children’s Museum of the National
Museum of Korea (NMK) does not include a single “relic.” So, is it a museum
exhibition? The museum is a place that shows the traces and history of
humankind. But human life cannot be explained solely through the objects left
behind. The exhibitions tell the story of people who lived in the past, and if
the story is told in exhibition form then surely it is a history exhibition.

For children, history is an abstract concept. But present life is concrete and
vital. The lives of people past would have been the same at the time. At the
Children’s Museum, rather than following a linear historical trajectory, the
exhibitions aim to show aspects of past life and how the lives of people past
are connected to their own lives in the present and to prompt children to think
about what life might be like in the future. The lives of people who lived in
the past are conveyed to children in a more vivid and interesting way through
exhibitions that are participatory and interactive. The objective is to help
the children visiting the museum to realize in a natural way that such people
existed and that the lives of those people make up our history.

This paper examines how the Wisdom zone, one of the permanent
exhibitions in the Children’s Museum at the NMK, was created, based on
Csikszentmihalyi's “flow theory,” referring to a highly focused mental state,
and Jerome Bruner’'s theory of life as narrative. In the Children’s Museum

the exhibitions are designed so that the “stories” children become immersed
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in, and the “play” that they engage in as they follow the stories, are naturally
infused with learning. In this way the contents of the exhibition show the lives
of people in history. Using the Wisdom exhibition as a case study, this paper
studies the kinds of stories, characters and forms of play that comprise a
history exhibition for children. The meaning and importance of the Children’s
Museum exhibitions lie in the way, they invite children to the past, a place that
is unfamiliar to them, and allow them to freely explore that new world using all

five senses, and in the creation of that place itself in the form of an exhibition.
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