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Excavation of the Gyeongju National Museum Site in 1974
and Results
-Based on Remains of Roads-

Lee Hyuntae _Associate curator, Gimhae National Museum

The Gyeongju National Museum site adjoins Wolseong, where the royal
palace of the Silla Kingdom was located, and hence occupies a very important
place in research of the Silla royal palace and the ancient royal capital. The
site has been excavated several times over the years. During construction work
on the new Gyeongju National Museum building, some of the archaeological
features were damaged, which led to emergency excavations being carried out
in 1968 and 1974. As yet, no official report has been written on the features
excavated in 1968, while the features excavated in 1974 were revealed in a
recently published excavation report. Hence, this paper examines the features
excavated in 1974.

During excavations of the site of the Gyeongju National Museum parking lot
and the area west of the Silla History Hall, various features such as drainage
channels, stone alignments, and building sites were identified. The feature
that attracted the most attention were the bricks running northward connected
to the long drainage channel extending from east to west. In relation to this
feature, past research had raised the possibility of it being a road. Examination
of plans has confirmed that there was a road around 15m wide that ran east to
west. This feature was discovered on the site of the parking lot situated east of
the front door of Gyeongju National Museum. Because it runs in the east-west
direction it divides Wolseong and the museum site into two separate parts.

Up until now, it has been understood that the area around the Gyeongju
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National Museum site was included in the scope of the expanded royal palace
of Silla following Silla’s unification of the Three Kingdoms. However, a road
15m wide was laid east to west between Wolseong, which was the palace area,
and the present museum site. In the ancient walled cities of China or Japan,
it is rare to find a wide road running through the royal palace. Hence the fact
that a wide road was located between Wolseong and the museum site suggests
that the area north of the road was of a different nature to the area south of
the road.

Based on excavated features and artifacts so far, it is considered highly
possible that the Gyeongju National Museum site and the area south of it
formed an area for government offices. Given this, the area north of the
road is considered to have been the palace area and the area south of it
the administrative district where government offices were concentrated. An
example of a city divided into the palace and administrative districts by a road
running east to west is the ancient Chinese capital of Chang an during the
Sui and Tang dynasties (walled city of Xi’an). Of course, based on materials
gathered so far, it is difficult to discuss the east-west road dividing Chang'an
into the palace and administrative districts along the same lines as the east-
west road discovered in the site of the parking lot of the Gyeongju National
Museum. But after the unification of the Three Kingdoms by Silla, it is possible
that Silla reorganized the palace or the capital with reference to Chang an of
the Tang Dynasty, and in this light more detailed examination of the features

discovered on the site of the Gyeongju National Museum is called for.

024 HiBEMiTER & %2085 2019



