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Abstract

Symbol of Family Tradition and

Transmission through Copying:
Focused on Painting of a Gathering of Venerable Officials by

Namyji Pond in the Jeju National Museum

Min Kilhong*

Painting of a Gathering of Venerable Officials by Namji Pond produced by the court painter Yi
Gi-ryong (1600-?) depicts a private gathering of eleven senior men, including Yi Gwi (1557——1633),
Yi Ho-min (1553-1634), and Yi Yu-gan (1550-1734), at the house of Hong Sa-hyo (1555-1634)
outside the Sungnyemun Gate of Seoul on the fifth day of the sixth lunar month of 1629. Nine copies
of this painting, including one in the Seoul National University Museum, remain today.

Twelve people ranging in age from sixty-eight to eighty-one were invited to this gathering, but
eleven eventually attended. Only retired senior officials over age of seventy could join the Giroso
(Hall of Venerable Officials). However, since this was a private gathering, sixty-eight-year-olds were
allowed to take part, a reflection of the tradition of the Gathering of Nine Elders on Mount Xiangshan
in China. This painting includes a title written in seal script (in some of the nine copies the space
for the title is left blank), a depiction of the gathering, a colophon by Jang Yu (1587-1638), a list of
attendees, and a preface by Yi Gyeong-jik (1577-1640), the son of Yi Yu-gan, on separate sheets
are attached at the left and right borders of the painting. Although eleven people actually joined the
gathering, the painting depicts all twelve invitees.

Among the several existing copies of Painting of a Gathering of Venerable Officials by Namji
Pond, the version in the Seoul National University Museum (Treasure No. 866) is presumed to be
the original produced at the time of the gathering. The copy in the collection of the Jeju National
Museum was donated in 2003 by descendants of the Jeju county magistrate Yi Gyu-won (1833-1901),
an eighth-generation linear descendant of Yi Yu-gan, who attended the gathering. Soon after the

painting was donated, it was displayed at a special exhibition. This paper attempts to shed new light

* Associate Curator, Jeonju National Museum

245



on this painting. The space for the title in this copy is left blank, as can also be seen in the version
in the Korea University Museum. The Jeju copy fails to realistically position and spatially perceive
objects, reflecting the original. The painting style is similar to that of folk painting. In this paper, I
argue that Painting of a Gathering of Venerable Officials by Namji Pond in the Jeju National Museum
was copied at some point around the late nineteenth century. Together with the other extant copies
and related records, this painting carries a significant meaning in that it embodies the tradition of
continuously copying precious antiquities passed down for more than 200 years and reproducing
duplicates of missing originals.

Prominent families produced gajeon hwacheop (family biography pain ting albums) illustrating
the great achievements of their ancestors and major family events. These albums were transmitted
from generation to generation. Examples include Album for the Parents of Aeildang, Painting Album
of the Family Biography of the Nam Clan in Uiryeong, and Painting Album of the Family Biography
of the Seo Clan in Daegu. However, Painting of a Gathering of Venerable Officials by Namji Pond is
the sole example of a work copied repeatedly by several families. The attendees of the gathering of
seniors at Namji Pond belonged to families that remained influential until the late nineteenth century.
Given the cultural context of powerful families producing family biography painting albums, the
version at the Jeju National Museum must have been copied more repeatedly than any other painting.
At the time, family histories and schools of thought were paramount. Thus, the gathering in 1629
was not only a get-together for active and retired high-ranking officials over the age of seventy, like
the Giroso, but a meeting of those who shared political opinions and tastes in the arts and cultivated
mutual friendships. By the nineteenth century, such gatherings were regarded by the families of their
attendees as highly honorable. Accordingly, this glorious and honorable moment from the past was

continuously painted to support family bonding and promote the families’ future.

Keywords: Namji Pond, Painting of a Gathering of Venerable Officials, Yi Yu-gan, Copy, Family
Biography Painting Album
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