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Abstract

Variations on Imitating and Innovating

Garden of Solitary Joy

OH Dayun *

Garden of Solitary Joy (Je44=[&]) in the collection of the National Museum of Korea depicts
Dule yuan (#44]), the garden of Northern Song literati Sima Guang (51555, 1019-1086). It com-
pactly illustrates buildings from Sima Guang’s garden within a single picture frame and demonstrates
mastery of meticulous brush strokes and application of blue and green pigments. However, since no
inscriptions or seals remain and there are only a handful of related artworks or literary records, the
theme of this painting had been a mystery. It had previously been called Enjoyment of Life (T44&]).
After withdrawing from office, Sima Guang settled in Luoyang and built his Garden of Solitary Joy
(Dule yuan) for his retirement and writing of books. The garden had seven buildings dedicated to liter-
ary figures from the Han to Tang dynasties that Sima Guang admired. The Dushu tang (G2, read-
ing hall) was a space to venerate the Confucian scholar Dong Zhongshu (#{#&F, B.C. 179-B.C. 93);
Nongshui xuan (FE7KfF, pavilion for playing with water) was associated with the Tang poet Du Mu (£
W, 803-852); and Diaoyu an ($9£)%, fishing hut) was related to the seclusion of Yan Guang (B0t
B.C. 39-41). The Zhongzhu zhai (F77%5, studio for planting bamboo) was to honor Wang Huizhi (£
1#2, 7-388) who adored bamboo; Caiyao pu (544[#], herb garden of collecting medicine), the Later
Han hermit Han Kang (53, dates unknown); Jiaohua ting (#£{E5%, pavilion of watering flowers), the
Tang poet Bai Juyi (F1)8 %), 772-846); and Jianshan tai (}3,111%, platform of seeing mountain), Tao
Qian (P, 365-427). At each building, Sima Guang recalled these seven literary figure’s secluded
lives and sought to emulate their ideal literary and leisurely lifestyles.

While investigating the background of the production of Garden of Solitary Joy in the collection
of the National Museum of Korea that harmoniously depicts the different motifs of the seven build-
ings in the Dule yuan garden, I came across a similar painting produced at the end of the Ming Dynas-
ty. This Ming version by Tan Xuan (%3%) in the collection of Museum of East Asian Art in Cologne,

Germany is iconographically similar to the version at the National Museum of Korea, suggesting its
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origins and production background. Along with other later versions, this article examines the Garden
of Solitary Joy by Qiu Ying (L, 1494-1552), which is considered a prototype of Chinese paintings
on this theme. Through a comparative analysis of these similar works, this article will shed light on
distinctive features of the Garden of Solitary Joy from the Joseon Dynasty in the collection of the Na-
tional Museum of Korea.

Garden of Solitary Joy by Qiu Ying faithfully illustrates Sima Guang’s essay “Record of the
Garden of Solitary Joy” (Ja44E5C, Dule yuan ji) and exerted a considerable impact on subsequent art-
ists. From the right end to the left on the handscroll, the seven buildings, Nongshui xuan, Dushu tang,
Diaoyu an, Zhongzhu zai, Caiyao pu, Jiaohua ting, and Jianshan tai, are depicted. In each space Sima
Guang appears alone absorbed in contemplation. Qiu Ying’s paintings, including Garden of Solitary
Joy, were so popular that various forgeries were created in Suzhou starting in the late sixteenth centu-
ry. Painters of later generations also began to produce paintings of historical figures in the style of Qiu
Ying. Around the seventeenth century, many Garden of Solitary Joy paintings were produced in the
hanging scroll format by combining and reconstructing pictorial elements from Qiu Ying’s handscroll.
Representative examples can be found in the National Gallery in Prague and the Museum of East
Asian Art in Cologne. In these hanging scrolls, Sima Guang is presented only once inside a bamboo
dome in the garden. The other depictions of Sima Guang in Qiu Ying’s handscroll have either been
omitted or replaced with different figures. Later artists, such as the professional artist Tan Xuan from
Suzhou and various Joseon painters, created their own versions of Garden of Solitary Joy through
iconographic modification and the combination of different painting styles.

It is unclear when the Garden of Solitary Joy theme was introduced to Joseon. Nevertheless, the
literati Hwang Jun-ryang (&2 R, 1517-1563), a disciple of Yi Hwang (Z=5, 1502-1571), owned
ten paintings of historical figures, including Solitary Joy in Luoshe (i E44/E). According to some
records, Hong Ju-won (7T, 1606-1672) also owned a painting of Mr. Sushui’s Garden of Solitary
Joy (BKSeAHe4ekmE]), and in 1682 Kim Seok-ju (4455, 1634-1684) acquired the freestanding
screen of Garden of Solitary Joy by Qiu Ying. All of this attests to Joseon literati’s awareness and
appreciation of Garden of Solitary Joy paintings. A stylistic analysis of the version at the National
Museum of Korea and the comparison with Joseon paintings of historical figures revealed that it can
be presumed to have been produced around the late seventeenth century. Half a century after Tan
Xuan created his Garden of Solitary Joy, Joseon painters were producing their own versions reflecting
their Chinese counterparts but distinct as well. In contrast to Tan Xuan’s painting, the version at the
National Museum of Korea omits some objects and human figures and integrates others. Furthermore,
the new motif of a go board emerged. Red daylilies replaced lotus flowers in the motif of Jiaohua ting

dedicated to Bai Juyi. Joseon painters created Garden of Solitary Joy paintings in a distinctive style by
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referring to Chinese examples and adding new interpretations. Joseon literati, who were fully aware of
Sima Guang’s “Record of the Garden of Solitary Joy” and the poem “Sima Guang’s Garden of Soli-
tary Joy” by Su Shi (%f#x, 1037-1101) through Chinese classics such as Treasury of Ancient Writings
(53CEE, Guwen zhenbo), might have commissioned a transformation of the main motif of Garden
of Solitary Joy paintings.

Meticulously drawn color paintings, including Garden of Solitary Joy, Silk Weaving (1697),
Historical Figures, and Traces of the Sage Confucius (1700), were all modeled after Chinese origi-
nals. In particular, it is noteworthy that during the reign of King Sukjong (#i5%, . 1674-1720) the
king and officials encouraged the copying of Chinese paintings to replace the many early and mid-
Joseon paintings that had been lost in the Japanese and Manchu invasions. The introduction of various
Chinese paintings at the time also inspired the copying of Chinese examples. King Sukjong ordered
a reproduction project as a means to reestablish the Joseon royal collection of calligraphy and paint-
ing and enhance the skills of Joseon painters. King Sukjong highly praised the Chinese painter Meng
Yingguang (F30F, 1590s—after 1648), who had visited Joseon, and viewed Meng’s works several
times. Consequently, Meng’s paintings were frequently copied by members of the Joseon royal family
and scholar-officials. Furthermore, paintings of Qiu Ying were appreciated and copied. Considering
these circumstances, the fact that the professional painter Jo Se-geol ({4, 1636-after 1705) from
Pyongyang produced commissioned works and his relationship with commissioners provide the clues
to the probable context in which the Garden of Solitary Joy in the National Museum of Korea was
created. Starting in his childhood, Jo Se-geol practiced Chinese styles by imitating Chinese paintings
owned by his family. After earning a reputation as a painter, Jo was commissioned by Kim Su-jeung
(4314, 1624-1701) and Kim Seok-ju to imitate Meng Yingguang’s Goddess of the Luo River with
Red Threads (i&mI#RE]) and Departure of Lady Wenji from the Nomad Camp, originally attributed
to Zhao Mengfu (i, 1254-1322). Jo also produced a painting of Juxing (32 £[&]) at the request
of Song Si-yeol (K, 1607-1689) and Kim Su-jeung. By commissioning such works, they strove
to visualize their ambition and aimed to unite scholars into the School of the Westerners. Accordingly,
the Garden of Solitary Joy in the National Museum of Korea is thought to have been commissioned
by an official such as Kim Seok-ju who admired the Confucian scholar Sima Guang or by an influen-

tial literati who projected himself onto Sima Guang’s enjoyment of a secluded life.
Keywords: Garden of Solitary Joy, Sima Guang, Garden of Solitary Joy, Color Painting Drawn with

Meticulous Brushstrokes, Jo Se-geol, Qiu Ying, King Sukjong, Meng Yingguang, Painting
of Historical Figures, Copying
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