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Abstract

The Urban Life and Artistic Atmosphere of Royal Family
Households (%) in the Late Joseon Period
- Focusing on the Placeness and Art Collection of

Chang-eui Palace (##%=)

Hwang Jung-yon*

This paper examines the artistic role of gungga (&%), the royal family households, by moving
away from the dualistic approach of court-ordinary class such as official-literati and middle-people,
in order to understand the subject of circulation, appreciation of art objects in late Joseon society.
The main member of the palace was a royal family, but after marriage, he or she lived outside the
palace and lived in the city, so he or she could have an opportunity to experience both culture inside
and outside the palace. During the Joseon dynasty, many royal family households were built and
disappeared, but most of them were changed or demolished during the Japanese occupation (1910-
1945). In this context, it is difficult to approach the cultural center of the royal family households.

The taste for art collecting in the Joseon Dynasty was not only formed by the noble hobby of
the storehouse, but was a cultural and social meaning promoted through the painting space formed
by the preservation, appreciation, exchange, provision and commercial sale of works. In Chang-
eui Palace (3% =) which was located in the western village of Seoul, Seochon (7G4%), there
were family houses, ritual shrine, and warehouses keeping royal resources. on the other side, it
was a center showing a new artistic hobby and a high consumption taste. The Chang-eui Palace
was the place that gave the opportunity to Crown Prince Yeoning (ZEA57, 1724-1776) to vividly
experience such a change process of Seoul, for about 10 years. Many books, prints, and daily
necessities preserved in the gungga, were used to support the cultural activities of the royal family
households at the same time.

The owners of the gungga were royal descendents or noble men who became royal members by

* Associate Researcher, National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage
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marriage. They were in the midst of connecting the royal palace with the family linage. In addition,
it was able to naturally own the royal items closely with the royal family members, like various
economic documents, and paintings of famous artists. Although it can not be said because there are
not many examples in the present, it is important fact that the royal and private cultures are mixed
is the characteristic of the royal family households. However, it is not possible to understand the
real existence of royal family households as shown through the collection of the Changseong Palace
(B¥§=) and Myeong-an Palace (F1%¢=). Now it is only allowed to open the possibility that the
royal culture has been spread into the culture of ordinary people by mutually sharing the arts.

The category and level of the arts and antiques experienced by the royal family households
communicating with the royal palace and the private house seemed to be different from those of
the inhabitants outside the palace. Therefore, it is highly possible that the household, centered on
the busy downtown area, played a key role in the circulation, appreciation, and decoration of the
art works in the late Joseon society. Nevertheless the reality is not clearly known due to lack of
documents. In the field of art history, the study of the royal family households is still remained
veiled. It needs to be able to reach closer to their reality by accumulating further achievements on

the subject of gungga.

Keywords: Urban Humanities, Joseon Dynasty, royal family households (%), Chang-eui
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