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Abstract

Composition of Chinese Ceramics Discovered from the
Sinan Shipwreck:
Examined through a comparative study of Yuan ceramics
found in China, Japan, Southeast Asia, and the Middle East

Mori Tatsuya*

The Sinan find includes approximately 20,000 pieces of Chinese ceramics, seven pieces
of Goryeo celadon and a few pieces of Japanese ceramics. Half of the Chinese ceramics were
Longquan celadon of Zhejiang Province (#7L%), while one-third was Jingdezhen porcelain
from Jiangxi Province (JI.7444). Also found were ceramics produced all around China, from
Hebei Province (3i[4t4%) in the north to Guangdong Province (J& #44) in the south. The Sinan
shipwreck is believed to have been a trading vessel that departed from Ningbo, sailing toward
Hakata, Japan. How then was it possible that such diverse products from various Chinese
provinces were transported on this ship?

In order to examine this question further, this paper provides a comparative study of the
features of the ceramics found on the Japan-bound Sinan shipwreck with the ceramics found in
the historic sites of Ningbo and Hangzhou, various historic sites in Japan (focusing on Hakata),
different sites in Southeast Asia, and the Middle East (particularly those of Iran), in terms of
the composition of regional ceramics of the Yuan (Ji) period and of types of vessels. As a
result, it has been confirmed that there is a strong resemblance between the composition type
of the ceramic wares from the Sinan and ceramic products that were circulated in the markets
of Ningbo and Hangzhou. On the other hand, these were significantly different from Chinese
ceramics exported to Southeast Asia and the Middle East in the same period. On the basis of
this comparison, this study concludes that the Japanese people were also interested in importing

Chinese culture along with the ceramics.

Key Worlds: Sinan shipwreck, Chinese ceramics, Japan-Yuan Trade, Ningbo, Hakata

* Prof. Faculty of Arts and Crafts Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts
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