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Abstract

Current Status of Goryeo Celadon Excavated from
Hangzhou and Ningbo, China

Kim Hyunjung *

During 2015, in April and October, respectively, the Fine Arts Division of the National
Museum of Korea surveyed the shards of Goryeo celadon that were found in the regions of
Hangzhou and Ningbo in Zhejiang Province as part of the research project “Study on the Origins
of Korean Art — A Comparative Study of the Ceramic Culture of East Asia.” A total of 154 Goryeo
celadon shards that had been excavated from Hangzhou and Ningbo were subjects of the two
surveys. This study focuses on the 149 pieces that have their findspots identified.

Hangzhou and Ningbo were very important international trade ports and centers of politics,
economy, and culture of the Song and Yuan dynasties. The Goryeo Dynasty had also traded
actively with China through the two cities as evidenced by the extant guesthouse for Goryeo
envoys, and ceramics was one of the trading goods that were gathered, traded and consumed there.
Therefore, it is natural that Goryeo celadon shards were found in these areas.

Jade-green (bisaek) Goryeo celadon, accounting for 66.4 percent of the surveyed shards,
were excavated from the site of Lin’an city of the Southern Song period, and in particular the
imperial palace site and Empress Yang residence sites. Low-quality Goryeo celadon without inlaid
decoration was excavated from areas including Lin’an site, Chengdu Port, and Phoenix Mountain
(Fenghuangshan). High-quality celadons with inlaid decorations, accounting for 23.4 percent (35
items), ranging from the 12th to 14th centuries, were excavated from various areas in Hangzhou,
including the Northern Song official kiln site, surroundings of West Lake (Xi Hu), Empress Yang
residence site, Phoenix Mountain (Fenghuangshan), and Shanzi Port.

In terms of shape of the jade-green Goryeo celadon, the maebyeong vase (prunus vase) was

greatest in number, followed by bowls, dishes, ewers, lids, small bowls, cups, lidded boxes,

* Associate Curator, National Museum of Korea
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incense burners, flower pots, large bowls, pillows, and spittoons. Excluding maebyeong vase,
bowls, plates, small bowls, and cups were found the most just like it also had been in Yucheon-
ri, Buan, the production site of the Goryeo celadon in Korea. In terms of decorative design, the
excavated celadons yielded the most in the order of dragon, lotus petal, peony, wave, cloud and
crane, flowering plants, lotus flowers, parrot, children, and waterfowls and willow design. Among
the findings, the celadon maebyeong vase inlaid with dragon design is regarded as the most
outstanding example of jade-color celadon ware. Dragon design on the vase was a particular type
of pattern that could only be used by the upper classes.

Meanwhile, a number of issues were raised from the findings of the surveys. Among the
surveyed celadon shards, some of them were similar to Goryeo celadon in terms of shape and glaze
color yet different from any of those that had been examined up until now. However, they were
also different from the generally known Longquan or Song official kilns celadons. These shards
were mostly collected from the Phoenix Mountain (Fenghuangshan) in Lin’an. The Xuneisi official
kilns of Laohu Valley assumed to be the Northern Song Guanyao are located at the northern foot
of the Phoenix Mountain.

In this light, some scholars view the similar Goryeo celadon as “copies of Goryeo celadon”
produced at the Northern Song official kiln under the influence of Goryeo celadon. However,
there are those who view Goryeo celadon as unrelated to the Northern Song official kiln among
researchers of this particular kiln. Are these shards from Goryeo celadon that have not been
discovered up to this date? Where could they have they been produced? Moreover, what is the
relationship between Goryeo celadon and the Northern Song official kiln celadon? In order to
comprehend the general situation, a more in-depth study and investigation of the ceramic shards
is necessary, along with confirmation of the number of Goryeo celadon. Moreover, it is essential
to gain an understanding of not only the relationship between Northern Song and Goryeo but also
the position and characteristics of the celadon of the Goryeo Dynasty in comparison with those

produced in other kilns within the Chinese ceramic history.

Keywords: Goryeo celadon excavated from China, Hangzhou, Ningbo, Northern Song official

kiln, copy of Goryeo celadon
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