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Abstract

Rubbing of Bulguksa bokyeok gongdeokgi (1779) in
the Seoul National University Library

Nam Dongsin *

This study seeks to introduce the rubbing that the author recently discovered in the Rare Books
and Archival Collections of the Seoul National University Library. This reference material is
registered under the name of Bulguksa Jungsugi (Records of the Restoration of Bulguksa Temple,
call number: Mae 4016 99), and is the only rubbing of Bulguksa bokyeok gongdeokgi (Records
of meritorious deeds in the restoration of Bulguksa Temple) in plaque form which had remained
unknown until now. It is expected to make large contributions to the study of the reconstruction
and transformation of Bulguksa Temple during the late-Joseon Dynasty.

Firstly, Chapter 1 examines the bibliographic data of the rubbing, details of the acquisition of
the library, the complier and compilation period of the records, and comparisons with the materials
of other plaques. Secondly, Chapter 2 presents decipherments and translator’s notes for the
convenience of future studies and utilization of the records. Lastly, Chapter 3 contains the author’s
personal views in terms of historical value and research direction and adds a list of extant written
materials related to Bulguksa Temple.

The rubbing of Bulguksa bokyeok gongdeokgi reveals that there had been big and small
reconstructions of Bulguksa Temple that were carried out many times by the monks during
the mid- to late-eighteenth century in prior to the two extensive restorations undertaken by the
government during the twentieth century. In particular, the fact that not only the Buddhists of
the Gyeongju region, but also local government-officers, literary men, and intellectuals actively
participated in these reconstructions of the temple is most interesting in the context of the societal

changes in the rural communities of the late Joseon Dynasty.

Keywords: Bulguksa Temple, Bulguksa bokyeok gongdeokgi (Records of meritorious deeds in
the restoration of Bulguksa Temple), Nam Gyeong-hui, Chan Hong, Yi Jae-gan

* Professor, Seoul National University
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