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Abstract

Fabrication of Large Clay Statues - Stone-core clay statue -

Jiho Kim*

Taima-dera(‘5 Jifi=F) is located in the east of Futakami-yama Mountain(—. I-|11), which lies in
the west-southern part of Nara(%3[) Prefecture. It is said to have been established in the late
7th century. In Main Hall(4%) located in the south of the Temple, dais for Buddha Image
made by plaster can be found, and the oldest Jangyuk (about 240 centimetres for seated statue)
clay statue existing in Japan is located in the north of dais as the Principal Buddha Image in
Taima-dera(hereinafter referred to as “the Statue”). It is said that the Statue was fabricated in
the late 7th century, at the same time of the establishment of Taima-dera.

Since it is difficult to overhaul the Statue, its internal structure is unknown and argument has
been not so vigorous about it. Referring to the other examples of clay statues in ancient Japan,
the Statue has been considered to be wood-core. However, considering the Statue is Jangyuk
statue made by clay, it is hard to imagine that wood-core could bear the weight of the Statue. It
is because the core is so solid that the Statue exists until now since as old as 1,300 years ago.
Mr. Matsushima claimed that the Statue is stone-core because the scroll painting of “Taima
Mandara Engi(‘& il 8 Z55ei%i4)” shows an image of carving the Statue from stone and because
of the stone-core clay statue in Oya-ji( k#A3) in Tochigi(jK) Prefecture.

To know the structure of the Statue it is important to look at the stone Buddha statue
excavated from Sekkou-ji(f55%:3F), which is located just to the north of Taima-dera. Taima-dera
and Sekkou-ji have many antiquities and faith in common, such as not only the location but
also Kawara-dera()I|J53F) type tile, image tile, Pure Land Buddhism including Taima
Mandara(& Jifi'2: Z54#) and Chu-jo Hime(Hj54n). If so, it is reasonable to assume that the
Principal Buddha Image in Sekkou-ji was also a large clay statue like the Statue. Considering
the fact that the name of the Statue is Maitreya Buddha(if#i#fifit;) and that the stone Buddha
statue of Sekkou-ji was found under the base of Miruk-dang(5##fj %), the stone Buddha statue

* Aizu Museum, Waseda University
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can be said to have been located in the former building of Miruk-dang (the building of Hakuho
Era( {1 JB\E{X). Excavation report of Sekkou-ji states that the stone Buddha statue was
fabricated in Hakuho Era, but this is not true when the carving design of the stone statue is
considered. Considering the carving design not matching Hakuho Era, the stone statue was
firstly fabricated as stone-core of a large clay statue and then transformed into the stone
Buddha statue after destruction of the clay surface.

It has been believed for a long time that the origin of the Statue is the stone Buddha statue
fabricated in Silla Era in Korea. There are examples of stone-core large clay statues in Korea,
and the Principal Buddha Image in Jeonglim temple site(ZE#R3:4) in Baekje Era is considered
to be a stone-core clay statue. These examples of stone-core clay statues came down to Japan,

and were fabricated in Taima-dera and Sekkou-ji neighbouring Futakami-yama Mountain.

Keywords : Taima-dera(‘E i), the Principal Buddha Image in Taima-dera, Large Clay
Statues, Sekkou-ji(f5)%3), the Principle Buddha Image in Sekkou-ji, Jeonglim
temple site(ZE#RFFLL), the Principle Buddha Image in Jeonglim temple site,

Stone-core Clay Statue
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