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Abstract

Registration and Designation of Cultural Heritages
through the Archives of Government-General Museum

Lee Hyeonil* / Lee Myunghee

The Government-General Museum of Joseon was established in December 1915 as the fifth
anniversary monument of Korea-Japan Annexation Treaty. Since October 1921, it had been in
charge of an investigation, preservation, designation, publication and so forth until August
1945.

The Preservation Decree of 1933 is meaningful as the modern regulation about the
management of cultural heritages during Japanese occupation. Unlike National Treasure in
mainland Japan, however, it was demoted to Treasure in colonial Korea. Moreover, Historic
Site was lifted by the need of Government-General. In other words, the registration and
designation of cultural heritages in Korea under Japanese rule tightened Government-General's
control in the name of their preservation.

In fact, the excavation and designation of "Mimana({F-J{f)' or 'Lelang(24jR)' remains were
useful to strengthen the logic of 'Unity of Japan and Korea'. And its propaganda was related to
Japanese colonial policy that justified her domination.

By analyzing the Archives of Government-General Museum, this paper examines the
registration and designation procedures of cultural heritages. And it also finds out the situation

of cultural heritages at that time in northern Korea.

Key words: Archives of Government-General Museum of Joseon, Japanese colonial rule,

cultural heritage, registration, designation, preservation
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