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ABSTRACT

Journals from the Late 19th

and Early 20th Centuries

Korea

through

Seo, Yunhee

Curator,

National Museum of Korea

Western Evyes

During the late 19th century and early 20th centuries,
Joseon society experienced several drastic sea changes.
The country, which had perceived China as the biggest
country in the world, watched with horror Western
ships come and go in its waters. Joseon persistently ad-
hered to the closed-door policy, rejecting requests from
Western powers for opening up to trade. In so doing,
Korea engaged in battles with I'rance in 1886 (Byeo-
ngin Yangyo, the Foreign Disturbances of 1866) and
with the U.S. in 1871(Shinmi Yangyo, the Foreign Dis-
turbances of 1871). When King Gojong regained con-
trol over the government in 1876, the treaty of Gangh-
wa was signed with Japan, which at last opened the
hermit kingdom up to Japan and then to Western
countries. As a result, missionaries, journalists, paint-
ers, anthropologists, writers, and merchants began to
travel to the Korean Peninsula. After returning to their
home countries, they wrote articles in the forms of
travelogues, reports, stories, and news articles about
what they saw and felt during their stays in Korea.

This publication includes a collection of 75 articles
published in western newspapers and magazines cur-
rently stored in the National Museum of Korea. The se-
lection was carefully made in order to reflect on the
modern history of Korea as seen through Western eyes.

While the authors appreciated the long history and

unique culture of Korea, they viewed Koreans as bar-
barians and thus Korean sociely as a subject that
should be civilized as soon as possible.

This book is broken into sections such as Byeongin
Yangyo, Shinmi Yangyo, Gapsin Coup of 1884, Si-
no-Japanese War, the Eulmi Incident of 1895, Rus-
so-Japanese War, the abdication of King Gojong, the
disbandment of the military, and the uprisings of the
Righteous Armies. These articles clearly show that Ko-
rea fell prey to the world powers like Japan, China,
Russia, the U.K., the U.S., and France as they vied to
expand their interests in the Far East. In particular,
some articles speculated on the future of Korea with
regard to Japan’s blatant colonial ambitions.

Many of the books written by Western authors who vis-
ited Korea from the end of 19th and early 20th centu-
ries have been translated into Korean. However, this is
the first work of its kind that presents the translations
of the full texts of Western newspaper and magazine
articles, most composed around 150 years ago, about
Korea.The significance of this project is great because
this book introduces us to the stories, big and small,
that allow us to better understand the lesser known
parts of history. Also, it has value in identifying the
sources for the illustrations and pictures that have thus

far been circulated with no clear references.
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I’ Iustration 1904. 04. 23.
X, pp.262~263
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