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Foreward

There are 263 gelatin photographic dry plates that remain from the time of the Japanese Colonial
Occupation of Korea and that feature mounded burials of the Changnyeong area. A master list of
these images exists but this publication marks the first time that all the images have been prepared
and published. It is not known for certain why these plates were conducted, but in the hundred or so
years that have passed have presented the opportunity to discuss their meaning.

As already known, the Japanese were especially interested in two particular things about the
mounded burials in Changnyeong. The first is the Japanese Mimana(Kor:Imnabonbu) theory of the
conquest of Gaya polities by the Wa polity of the Japanese archipelago and that artefacts proving
the theory were discovered. However, with the exception of a sword handle found in burial No.89
of the Gyo-dong site, Wa-related artefacts were not excavated. The second interest is the earrings
found in this book [Plate145] from burial No.7 at Gyo-dong that can be compared with those
excavated from the clasped tomb of Bomun-ri in Gyeongju. There was an interest in the relations
between Silla and the Changnyeong region.

If it can be stated that the first interest was planned and existed before the excavations, then the
second interest resulted from the excavations. Be that as it may, in comparison to the stress on the
early interest in the connection with Silla, it is a completely different matter for today’s researchers.

As a representative mortuary feature, there are opinions that are both for and against the
comparison of burial No.12 at Gyo-dong with that of the wooden chamber tombs covered with
stone and earthen mounds of Gyeongju. In regards to this we stress Plate 231 to Plate 235. Almost
a century has passed since the data of these photos that were taken at the behest of the excavations
in 1918 of Yatsui Seiichi (&-3#%—), but the appearance of the burials can be approximated through
the photos. Photographic data of the Japanese Colonial Occupation of Korea is published here and
will be a reason to conduct further research.

It is now unclear for some photographs from which archaeological features and where they come
from, but related records from that time can be accessed and compared and examined with the

photographic plates.

This report can help to assess the political landscape of for the research on ancient Changnyeong.

Im Hack Jong

Director
Gimhae National Museum
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