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Augustus the Strong
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riedrich Augustus, Elector of Saxony, became King of Poland in

1697, the first of his tamily. Historians in the 18th century praised
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him as “Augustus the Strong.” As Elector of Saxony, a princely state in
the Holy Roman Empire, he could not became king without permission
from the Holy Roman Emperor. His aspiration for kingship led him, a
Protestant prince, to convert to Catholicism to become King of Poland.
After securing the Polish crown, his ambition was directed towards the
politics of the emperor. Through marriage ot his son to a daughter ot Holy
Roman Emperor in 1719, he hoped that his son might thus obtain the
imperial crown.

After his ascension to the throne, he placed his monogram, "AR (Augustus
Rex)” throughout his palaces and ceremonial places to emphasize his
authority and prestige. He built magestic and magnificent Baroque palaces
like Zwinger and invited rulers from across Europe. Augustus organized
lavish events like hunting games, masquerades, ballets, and operas. Such
festivities were intended to be without parallel and unsurpassed in terms of
splendor. Augustus sought the comparison with Louis XIV of France whose

fame and absolute power he attempted to emulate and realize in Dresden.
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Admiration for the Sun King
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The European rulers of the 17th to 18th centuries liked to

show off their power through extravagant court ceremonies
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and events. Their role model was Louis XIV of France, known
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iIn Greek mythology, or a Roman emperor, which became
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the most common icons for Europe’s absolute monarchs.
S8 IR TLFLE Ol Ol0IXIS S8 SA Augustus the Strong, a great admirer of Louis XIV, also
HaHe = g8IUsLC O= 7IHFER|0f|M Bl = actively adopted these images in his own important events.
FANS E20¢ OfL|2f, CHEHA] HZ0]| AEEl EHE A2 EfY He disguised himself as the god of the sun at masked balls
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iImage he aspired to: that of a monarch with absolute power.
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Hunting Weapons in the Eighteenth Century Europe

AMLF2 XM =0 Q30| XF N7 OfHASE= £~E Hunting was for battle practice and a resource for supplying
O|AX|Tt 15~16M|7|0l= 1Bt MFAS| LHMEQ AKX meat, but it had changed in character by the 15th and 16th
St=0 2 MZAO| HIPAALICEH MA2 16M7|2 HX|[THAM centuries to a sporting activity for aristocrats and upper-

class men. Even though the crossbow passed through the

16th century and was replaced by rifles in battle, it was still
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widely used in hunting and shooting matches for sport.

MEEHRSHD. Mes 22 SHE Bs s=0 The hunting knife was used to deliver the final blow to a
XS EFE 7oL &2 Mgds oiMor= O wounded animal or to butcher the prey that was caught.
AMNELE|ARASLICE o E ZEe ZEol= 17|2] EEo|L The butchering knife and its sheath consisted of several
158 HH S0 &2 = U= A2 & ] 72 &2 small knives and small saws or cords that could be used
=, =0| AFHAN JYAUSLICE HfF| A BAISA ASDE for skinning and cutting the meat. Wheel-lock and flintlock
Aol O|2E|QAESLICEH AR AHZ0| AI2SH AL B J|= rifles were also used for hunting.
X A ZHALEl 0] E—a'-'ﬂ'EE", o|l= A9 =0l X[} BE= The hunting weapons used by the upper classes were often
HO{=L Z0|HALIC O[2{3F 12 AILEE 7|9 XL elaborately decorated, demonstrating the social status and
wealth of the owners. The production techniques of these
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advanced hunting weapons reached their peak in the 17th
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