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Part 2

Discovery of a child's bones at an ancient well site

Archaeologists at a building site of the Gyeongju National Museum discovered
the bones of a child aged between seven and ten at an ancient well site. The
bones were found alongside animal bones and pottery shards within the upper

archaeological layer of the well site.

Was it an accident?

It is possible that the child, likely from a royal or aristocratic family, might have
drowned in the well by accident. In that case, the child would have been removed
from the well for the funeral, but then probably put back in the well for burial,
with the body covered by a stone tablet. The well would have been used as the
child’s grave. However, there is very little evidence to support this explanation. In
other words, it is unlikely that the villagers would have taken on the onerous task
of emptying and refilling the well just because of the accidental drowning of the
aristocratic child.

Or was the child a sacrificial victim?

It is known that state rituals were sometimes performed in which sacrifices were
offered to the deities believed to be guarding a well. This child's bones were
found mingled with animal bones and other relics, and they were placed atop all

other findings, suggesting that the child may have been a sacrificial victim.

Treasure jar discovered at the site of an unknown temple

Hwawangsan is the "guardian mountain" of Changnyeong, which rises from the
Biseulsan highland in the northeastern part of the county. The Malheulli site,
located on a southwestern ridge in this highland, contains three dwelling sites,
one of which (known as Dwelling Site 1) has produced a remarkable collection of

treasures.

Who buried the temple's treasures at this site and why?
The treasures were cleverly disguised by being buried beneath a mass of
worthless metal objects, indicating that they were not placed there for religious

or ceremonial purposes.

Was there a war or a fire? Or was it to protect them from thieves?

No one knows exactly why these Buddhist treasures were hidden in such a
manner, but it seems certain that some extraordinary situation led their owners
to take drastic measures. They no doubt hoped to return some day to recover the

treasures and reopen the Buddha's wonderful world of truth.
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